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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to communication filed 1 1/28/06. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13-15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28, 19 and 32 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory 
subject matter. This claimed subject matter lacks a practical application of a judicial 
exception (law of nature, abstract idea, naturally occurring article/phenomenon) since it 
fails to produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. Specifically, the claimed subject 
matter does not produce 

A useful results because the claimed subject matter fails to sufficiently reflect at 
least one practical utility set forth in the descriptive portion of the specification. More 
specifically, while the described practical utility is directed to media indexing, the 
claimed subject matter relates only to receiving index information separate from the 
media file from an external source. It is not clear how this result is utilized. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1- 8, 10, 11-19, 20, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith-Semedo et al (US 6877010) (hereafter 
Smith-Semedo). 

Regarding claims 1 and 27, Smith-Semedo discloses: A method and an 
apparatus for media indexing comprising: capturing a subject in a media file with a 
media capture device(col. 8, lines 45-50, Smith-Semedo ); 

automatically receiving index information separate from the media file from an 
external source related to the subject (col. 3, lines 27-35; col. 6, lines 27-30, Smith- 
Semedo ); and 

associating the index information with the media file (col. 5, lines 35-50; col. 6, 
lines 30-43, Smith-Semedo ). 

Regarding claim 2, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 1. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the step of 
associating the index information with the media file further comprises: encoding the 
index information into the media file (col. 8, line 15; col. 9, lines50-64, Smith-Semedo ). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 15, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 1 and 13. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: further comprising: 
providing the media file and the index information to a media file storage device which 
comprises a plurality of stored media files having index information associated therewith (col. 
8, lines 9-19, Smith-Semedo ); and storing the media file along with the plurality of stored 
media files (col. 9, lines 44-45, Smith-Semedo). 

Regarding claim 4, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 3. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the media file 
storage device stores the media file and index information, the method further 
comprising at least one of the following: searching the plurality of stored media files 
using the index information and enabling a commercial system with the plurality of 
stored media files using the index information ( col. 11, lines 15-31 , Smith-Semedo). 

Regarding claim 5 , all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 1. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the index 
information, prior to being associated with the media file, is transmitted from a media 
indexing beacon (col. 5, lines 25-43, Smith-Semedo ). 

Regarding claims 6 and 28 , all the limitations of this claim have been noted in 
the rejection of claim 5 and 27. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the step of 
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receiving the index information is in response to an index information request (col. 5, lines 67 
to col. 6, line 2, Smith-Semedo ). 

Regarding claim 8, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 1. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: storing index information 
relating to a subject (col. 9, lines 44-54, Smith-Semedo ); 

receiving an index information request that is generated by a media capture 
device (col. 6, lines 27-30, Smith-Semedo ); 

transmitting the index information relating to the subject separately to a media 
capture device ( col. 6, lines 31-43, Smith-Semedo). 

Regarding claim 10, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 8. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the media capture 
device receives the index information and associates the index information with a 
media file ( col. 6, lines 44-50, Smith-Semedo ). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 8. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the index 
information is wirelessly transmitted to the media capture device (col. 10, lines 35-48, 
Smith-Semedo). 

As per claim 13, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection 
of claims 1 and 5. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 
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Regarding claims 7, 12 and 17, all the limitations of these claims have been 
noted in the rejection of claims 1 and 8 and 13 above, respectively. In addition, Smith- 
Semedo discloses: wherein the index information comprises at least one of the 
following: a time indicator, a landmark indicator, an event indicator, a global positioning 
system indicator, commercial information, a universal resource locator, and a proximity 
indicator (timer object, logging object, col. 5, lines 50-60, Smith Semedo. 

Regarding claim 14, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 13. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: prior to providing index information 
from the media indexing beacon, further comprising detecting a user input to capture the 
media file (col. 7, lines 25-38, Smith-Semedo); and providing an index information request to 
the media indexing beacon (col. 6, lines 44-50, Smith-Semedo). 

As per claim 16, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 3, 4 and 1 5. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

Regarding claim 18, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 17. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the index 
information enables a media file to be utilized by at least one commercial system, 
wherein the at least one commercial system comprises at least one of the following: a 
workflow system, a procurement system, a retail sales system, and a safety 
inspection/auditing system (col. 8, line 1-4 and lines 31-36; Smith-Semedo ). 
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Regarding claim 19, Smith-Semedo discloses: a media capture and indexing 
system comprising a media indexing beacon (external trigger or signal) which generate 
a beacon signal containing index information relating to a subject and a media capture 
device (automatically generated the timer when capturing the live event, Smith- 
Semedo ) that captures the subject in a media file and separately receives the beacon 
signal from the beacon and associates the index information with the media file (col. 6, 
lines 31-50, Smith-Semedo ). 

Regarding claim 20, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 19. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the media capture 
device captures a plurality of media files each having index information associated 
therewith, the system further comprising: a media file storage device that receives the 
plurality of media files, wherein the plurality of media files may be indexed on the index 
information (col. 15, lines 23-38, Smith-Semedo ). 

As per claims 25 and 29, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 1 and 8. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

Regarding claim 32, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 27. In addition, Smith-Semedo discloses: wherein the apparatus 
comprises a digital camera and wherein the means for receiving index information 
includes a wireless receiver (col. 8, lines 47-50, Smith-Semedo). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith- 
Semedo et al. (US 6877010) (Smith-Semedo ) in view of Katseff et al. (US 5822537) (Katseff). 

Regarding claim 21, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 11 and 19. However, Smith-Semedo didn't disclose: wherein the 
media indexing beacon further comprises: at least one index buffer comprising the index 
information; and a transmitter operably coupled to the at least one index buffer, wherein 
the transmitter provides the index information to the media capture device. On the 
other hand, Katseff discloses: wherein the media indexing beacon further comprises: at 
least one index buffer comprising the index information (col. 1 5, lines 1 6-37, Katseff); 
and a transmitter operably coupled to the at least one index buffer, wherein the 
transmitter provides the index information to the media capture device (310, fig. 3 and 
corresponding text, Katseff). Thus, at the time invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include wherein the media indexing 
beacon further comprises: at least one index buffer comprising the index information; 
and a transmitter operably coupled to the at least one index buffer, wherein the 
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transmitter provides the index information to the media capture device in the system of 
Smith-Semedo as taught by Katseff. The motivation being to enable the system 
provide a data buffer monitoring subroutine to maintain a pre-defined amount of audio 
and video data in the audio and video buffers. 

Regarding claim 22, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 21. In addition, Smith-Semedo /Katseff discloses: wherein the media 
indexing beacon further comprises a receiver that receives an index information 
request from the media capture device, wherein the transmitter transmits the index 
information in response to the index information request (370, 340, 31, fig. 3 and 
corresponding text, Katseff). 

As per claims 23 and 24, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in . 
the rejection of claims 21 and 22. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

Contact information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cindy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4025. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu A. Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Cindy Nguyen 




